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from 1861 to 1865. This bloody conflict was conducted to maintain the Union of the United States and prevent
the formation of an independent country known as the Confederate States of America. In 1861 the United States
consisted of 34 states. Seven Southern slave states seceded from the United States to form the Confederacy.
Eventually the Confederacy included eleven states, but they claimed thirteen, plus additional western territories.
The primary issue behind the southern states seceding from the Union was that of slavery. The North desired to
abolish slavery, the South wanted to keep it. April 12, 1861, marked the beginning of hostilities when Southern
forces fire upon Fort Sumter, South Carolina. After four bloody years and 600,000 Union and Confederate
soldiers dead, the Confederacy surrendered and the Union was maintained. Sadly, the battles were fought
between brothers, between fathers and sons, between families and friends. It wasn t uncommon for old friends
commanding forces of the Union and Confederacy to face-off across the killing fields of various battlefields. No
one knows how many fathers killed their sons, how many son s killed their fathers and how many brothers,
killed their sibling. Or how many lifelong friends killed each other. It was indeed a sad and tragic episode in
America history. Interestingly, many officers serving in the Union army resigned their commission and enlisted
in the Confederate Army. That was true for General Robert E. Lee the supreme commander of the Confederate
Army and it was true for Lt. Col. John Withers a graduate of the United States Military Academy who resigned
his commission in the...
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