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principles, of which they spoke as in a great measure discovered by themselves, in their own study of the
Scriptures, had been previously promulgated and acted upon by others; that, in eGect, their boasted theory of
noneommunion had not been found adequate to the maintenance of peace among them, and had but very
imperfectly answered the end in the case to which they referred as a practical instance of its suGiciency; that
they had not experienced any peculiar hardships either before or during their exile; and that, since their return,
they had enjoyed comfort, influence, and honour, at least equal to that which any of the Presbyterians had
obtained. The insinuations against the Presbyterian system were shown to be invidious and unfounded, and
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