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Until within a little more than twenty-four hours what preparations had been made for a joyous keeping of this
day and of to-morrow. How many had rejoiced in the assurance that the brightest Easter sun that ever shone
upon the earth, would this day smile upon happy worshippers, and witness a beautiful and harmonious
blending of political rejoicing and religious thanksgiving! Our hearts were full of gratitude and hope on the last
Christian Sabbath. It was, opportunely and with singular felicity of appropriateness, Palm Sunday - the Sunday
of victory, and all through the preceding week we had been filled with congratulations and rejoicings. Then we
brought all our joy to the Christian temple, and felt that it had the approval and the benediction of God. Our
cup of happiness was well nigh full. But on the opening of the busy week, yes, before we had closed our eyes in
slumber on the Sabbath night, still more glorious tidings had come to us, and the joyous messages increased as
each day brought us nearer to this day of blessed rest. How beautifully all material and religious influences
seemed conjoined to make this day ever memorable for its joyous, instead of as now, alas! its sad observance! I
had advertised that I would speak to you (as suggested by this Resurrection Morn, ) on the New Life for Man,
through the power of the revelation of immortal life by the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, and on the New Life for
the Nation, planted...
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