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Papers on Preventive, Correctional and Reformatory Institutions and Agencies in Different Countries From our
earliest connection with the administration and improvement of Public Schools in the States of Connecticut and
Rhode Island, we have been convinced of the necessity of establishing and employing special institutions and
agencies, of various kinds, to meet the educational deficiencies, and counteract the causes and tendencies to
vice and crime among a large and increasing class of the population in cities and manufacturing villages. In a
report to the Legislature of Rhode Island in 1845, the following suggestions were made in reference to the
Supplementary Schools and Agencies required in the cities and large villages of that State for the children of
reckless, vicious, and intemperate parents, whose natures have become so debased that they are willing to
abandon their offspring to the chance education of the streets, or the demoralizing training of their own
criminal and vicious practices, as well as for individuals whose school attendance has been prematurely
abridged, or from any cause interfered with. Evening Schools should be opened for apprentices, clerks, and
other young persons, who have been hurried into active employment without a suitable elementary education.
In these schools, those who have completed the ordinary course of school instruction, can devote themselves to
such studies as are directly connected with their several trades or pursuits, while those whose early education
was entirely neglected, can supply, to some extent, such deficiencies. It is not beyond the legitimate scope of a
system of public instruction, to provide for the instruction of adults, who? from any cause, in early life were
deprived...
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