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Excerpt: . carvings and tracery, mulKons and fretworks of the
Gothic style of building. It seemed to stand the weather much
better than the soft sandstone of which these ornaments are
usually formed in Cathedrals, and which has proved so
perishable. On the contrary, I observed this material in walls
and other exposed places, and there was no sign of
decomposition or exfoliation from the weather. It appears that
in the ancient Ecclesiastical architecture of Ireland, they made
use of this steatite, for I observed it employed in abundance in
the old Abbey of Kilmacrenan, said to be built by Columkill--at
all events this Abbey is evidently one of the oldest buildings in
Ireland, and here it was used to form a beautiful east window,
which is now thrown down and destroyed, but still a great deal
of its carved interlacing and fretted work cut...
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