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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: . . . origin in the liver, the red corpuscles are destroyed there, and that the nitrogenous
coloring, matters of the urine are partly the result of the destructive process. There is strong evidence of the
destruction of albuminoid matters in the liver. It is the grave of the red bloodcorpuscles; further it is, in all
probability, the furnace in which all forms of albuminoid waste are oxidised into the ultimate product urea,
which is cast out by the kidneys. He then gives observations from various authorities, and writes: It is important
to add, that the formation of urea in the liver is always greatly increased after food. Lithic acid has also been
found repeatedly in the liver of man and mammalia, but always in small quantity; whereas, in birds, in which
lithic acid takes the place of urea, as the great eliminator of nitrogen, it also takes the place of urea in the liver,
as it probably does in the human liver under certain pathological conditions. All these observations point to the
liver as being largely concerned in the destructive metamorphosis of albuminoid matter, the products of which
are eliminated by the kidneys; although it is not improbable that other glandular organs, and even the
corpuscles in the circulating blood, as believed by II. Ludwig and Fuhrer, may contribute to the process. A
certain amount of body-heat is formed by these processes going on in the liver. Again, Galen is corroborated in
his opinion, that the liver is...
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