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CHAPTER | MY BIRTHPLACE There is a fine street in Mexico City, formerly called Calle del Angel (Angel Street),
and now named Calle Isabel la Cat6lica, after the renowned Queen Isabella of Spain. There at No. 2, which was
a large stone house with the usual exterior balconies and interior court-yards of Mexican residences, | was born.
This house was half a block from the National Library, the students delight, and not far from the Portales or
Arcades, which are full of toys and candystands, the childrens delight. Of course | know little about that house,
or how | spent my babyhood there, as when | was a few weeks old we went to live in San Juan de Letran Street.
We resided there several years. Opposite to this house was a fashionable church, Santa Brigida, where many
weddings and christenings took place, though | was baptized at the grand Cathedral. Since then | have
attended many marriage ceremonies in Mexican churches, and | can say that the altars and interior are always
beautifully decorated with flowers and plants and the attendance is always large. These ceremonies generally
take place in the mornings. At the christenings the godfather is usually pestered by the children who lustily cry
after him, following his carriage, and asking for their bolo, a small piece of money which it is customary to give
to the...
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