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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1865 edition. Excerpt: .bed-chamber. He answers not, but relaxes his pace, and
finally, as his hand is almost upon the door, he stops. She comes to him, not with the radiant presence and the
lithe step belonging naturally to her, but with a timorous, abashed, constrained deportment. Yet she would lean
upon his shoulder, fall upon his neck, at a word, at the faintest of smiles; for, now that he has spoken of her
mother, the countess s image rises up before her, and it comes upon her with all the old strength, how solitary
he is, and how acutely he must feel the wound and the wrong. But her father s lips have so stern a compression,
and his eye is so cold, that being near him seems to her like being within the confines of a frozen circle where
hearts, and tongues, and hands grow numbed to deadness; and all she has courage to do is to give and take a
kiss, and so to part, leaving him lingering for courtesy s sake on the handle of the door, till she disappears from
his. sitting-room on her return to Fox. Fox makes provokingly light of it, calling it a whim which will die while he
sleeps, and derides her apprehensions, which he declares, with a con temptuous snap of the fingers, are
chimerical and ridiculous. Besides, if her papa does not come, what then? That is what Fox says; and his wife
puckers her mouth...
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