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detonated high in the atmosphere. This method is referred to as High-Altitude EMP (HEMP). A similar, smaller-
scale EMP effect can be created using non-nuclear devices with powerful batteries or reactive chemicals. This
method is called High Power Microwave (HPM). Several nations, including reported sponsors of terrorism, may
currently have a capability to use EMP as a weapon for cyber warfare or cyber terrorism to disrupt
communications and other parts of the U.S. critical infrastructure. Also, some equipment and weapons used by
the U.S. military may be vulnerable to the effects of EMP. The threat of an EMP attack against the United States
is hard to assess, but some observers indicate that it is growing along with worldwide access to newer
technologies and the proliferation of nuclear weapons. In the past, the threat of mutually assured destruction
provided a lasting deterrent against the exchange of multiple high-yield nuclear warheads. However, now even
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