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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This is the only book-length study James wrote about a fellow novelist,
and it s not surprising he picked Hawthorne for such extended treatment. The tradition Hawthorne began in
American literature - the morally intense exploration of the universality of guilt and the ambiguities of human
choice - was clearly carried on by James. Although James expressed misgivings about some of Hawthorne s
more extravagant symbolism and heavy reliance on allegory, he shared his predecessor s constant interest in
moral quandaries, divided loyalties, and the inevitable conflicts between imaginative protagonists and
intractable reality. James also shared Hawthorne s passion for careful craftmanship and thorough, unsparing
analysis of character. James ranking of Hawthorne s novels, from The Scarlet Letter down to The Marble Faun,
has generally been accepted by later critics. Although James, at least in his earlier work, was more of a
consistent realist than Hawthorne, the later novelist s work always betrays the influence of his predecessor s
tendency towards metaphorical expression. In James final novels such as The Golden Bowl, this influence
becomes even more pronounced in extended metaphor and complex symbolism.
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